
SPAIN | SEASONS

Summertime.
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BARCELONA
MADRID

SEVILLA

PALMA DE MALLORCA
CALVIÁ

LLORET DE MAR

SALOU

BENIDORM

VALENCIA

Future

Back to the Villages

Perception

Semana Santa (Holy Week)

System

Vacation Time

Due to Spain’s most recent financial 
struggles, a tendency that promotes 
national traveling is increasing. A 
growing number of people want to 
‘rediscover‘ Spain, as a way to spend 
less money and improve local economy. 

Warm Spanish summers have always 
facilitated outdoor activities. Other 
important holidays are Christmas (a 
time to meet relatives) and Easter, 
when some families go to the 
mountains to ski.

Back in the 80s, after 
workers emigrated to 
the cities, people used 
to spend vacations in 
villages, where children 
would enjoy holiday time 
with their grandparents. 
Nowadays, this is still a 
fairly common practice.

When car trips started 
being comfortable, 
families began traveling 
together to the beach or 
mountainous destinations.

During the last decade, 
due to a higher purchasing 
power and lower ticket 
prices, many Spaniards 
started flying to 
international destinations. 

Top touristic destinations in Spain

The Holy Week is among the most 
important festivities of the year. 
One of the distinctive features 
are the ‘Nazarenos’, penitents 
who use a hood with a conical 
tip to cover their faces. The 
regions of Castile and León 
and Andalusia hold some 
of the most impressive 
processions.

80s 90s 2000
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SPAIN | COLORS AND SYMBOLS

The Land of Color.
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Grey: age, maturity, 
neutrality

White: protection, 
innocence

System

The More The Merrier!

As the land of humor and nice weather 
Spain is full of color. In contrast to 
its European neighbours who look for 
more serious and sober combinations, 
Spanish people have no fear of color 
and delight in producing bright, warm 
and ‘happy‘ combinations.

Osborne Bull: The 14-metre high black silhouette of 
a bull was created in 1956 as an advertisment for the 
beverage Brandy de Jerez. Over the years, this bull has 
lost its advertising nature to became one 
of the most renowned and the unoffi cial 
national symbol of Spain.

Scallop symbol: It symbolizes the ‘Way 
of St. James‘, one of the most important 
pilgrimage routes, to the shrine of 
the apostle St. James the Great in the 
Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela 
in Galicia in northwestern Spain, where 
according to tradition the remains of the 
saint are buried. The journey is full of 
signals with this symbol so that the peregrines can fi nd 
the right path to Santiago de Compostela.

Perception

Spanish Symbols

Future

Monarchy of Spain

Green: nature, life, 
goodness

Blue: concentration, 
harmony, friendship

Yellow: happiness, 
power, wealth

Red: sexuality, love,
passion

Brown: fertility

Black: elegance, 
death, mistery

Fun facts about colors

‘Night in white‘ 
means sleepless 
night.

If you get really 
tanned then you are 
‘Black like coal‘.

Blue jokes turn 
green in Spain.

If you blush then 
you ‘Get coloured‘.

Prince Charming 
in Spain is ‘Blue 
Prince‘.

The Spanish Constitution of 1978 re-established a constitutional monarchy as the form of 
government for Spain and affi rmed the role of the King of Spain as the personifi cation and 
embodiment of the Spanish State and a symbol of Spain’s enduring unity and permanence. 
Constitutionally, the King is the head-of-state, commander-in-chief of the Spanish Armed 
Forces and the president of the Ibero-American States Organization. 

SPAIN | COLORS AND SYMBOLS
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Decrease and Emigration.
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Future

Brain Escape

Perception

Family Dependence

Curious fact about Spain!

In 2005 Spain became the 
third country that legalized 
the same-sex marriage, 
after The Netherlands and 
Belgium.

The number of young 
Spaniards who emigrated 

abroad has increased by 41% since the 
crisis began in 2008, in most cases 
driven by the lack of job prospects 
for Spain, where the rate of youth 
unemployment is 56.14%.

16
Years on avg. a married 
couple lives together before 
they get divorced.

System

Key Numbers about Society

The number of births in Spain has 
decreased a lot during the past few 
years, from 677,456 births in 1975 to 
453,637 births in 2013.

1.32
Children on avg. a Spanish 
woman has in her life.

32
Years old on avg. Spanish 
women are when they have 
their first child.

This phenomenon, which has been 
called ’Brain Escape’, is leading to a 
massive emigration of young people 
with the highest academic background, 
who go abroad after graduating in 
search of a brighter future.

Together with Italians, 
Spaniards are the last 

Europeans in emancipating and starting a 
new and independent life by themselves.

The main reason for this situation is not 
only the economic crisis that results in 
unemployment and low salaries, but also the 
high rental prices and difficulties for finding 
a new house and the high quality of life 
people have when living with their parents in 
comparison with living alone.

SPAIN | FAMILY
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Healthcare for Everyone?
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Mediterranean Diet

Perception

Future

Change of Direction

System

A System to be Proud of

The financial crisis Spain 
struggles with since 2008 
has led to a policy of cuts 
in the health care system. 
Waiting lists are now longer, 
fewer doctors and nurses 
are available, material 
resources are scarcer and 
undocumented immigrants 
are being pushed out of the 
system.

Private formulas are being introduced in public hospitals, 
which has resulted in an uproar of the health care 
professional community. Spain´s 
healthcare system faces the challenge 
of being economically sustainable 
while at the same time remaining as 
one of the best of the world.

Spain is famous for the 
‘Mediterranean Diet’, which 
includes a lot of vegetables and 
is considered one of the healthiest dietary patterns. However, 
the lack of physical activity and the change of eating habits is 
leading to an increasing rate of obesity.

Spain has one of the highest life expectancy rates in the world. 
Universal access to public health care has been granted, until 
now.

The majority of people do not have a private insurance. However, 
the rate of Spaniards with private cover is increasing due to 
cuts in public hospitals. Private health care is still seen though 
as something complementary rather than substitutional, and 
complex issues are generally left to public hospitals.

PUBLIC
HOSPITAL

PRIVAT
E

Average life expectancy (2013):

85 years
79 years

In 2006, the Spanish Government 
introduced the so-called “Law 
of Dependency”. It aimed at giving 
the best care possible to the elderly 
and people with disabilities. This 
still remains as one of the biggest 
challenges.

SPAIN | HEALTH



SPAIN | LIFESTYLE

Spain is Different.
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Perception

About Cultural and 
Gastronomic Facts

The good weather and hours of light 
are one of the biggest reflections and 
explanations of the Spanish lifestlyle. 
Spaniards are very open-minded and 
sociable people, being relatives and 
friends one of the most important cores 
of each individual’s life.

A normal day cannot be conceived 
without human interactions, which 
normally take place in the form of 
meeting for a coffee or a beer, going for 
a walk in the city or simply enjoying the 
fresh air and the sun in the park.

Natural kissers: Spaniards, in an 
informal environment, give a kiss 
on each cheek as a greeting.

Afterhours: Spanish schedule runs 
later than in the rest of Europe. 
Lunch time is normally at 2 or 3 pm 
and dinner time at around 10 pm.

Working day: On average, a 
Spaniard works 277 hours per year 
more than a German.

’Siesta’ as a way of life: Siesta 
consists in sleeping for some 
minutes after lunch and recovering 
some energy for the rest of the day.

Mediterranean diet: Modern 
nutritional recommendation which 
includes high usage of olive oil for 
cooking. 

Tapas and wine: What is more 
typical than going out in Spain for a 
tapa and a glass of wine?

Party lovers: It is well-known that 
Spain is the place for partying, as 
you can find cheap alcohol and 
clubs are normally open until 7 am. 

Future

Rural Population Drift

All over the years, more and more 
people have been moving from the 
rural areas to the nearest cities, as 
a way of improving and making their 
families’ lives more comfortable.

Step by step, some rural areas in Spain 
are becoming depopulated, leading to 
what is known as ’Ghost Villages’, due 
to the absence of inhabitants.

As a way of avoiding this rural 
depopulation, the national and several 
regional governments have developed 
a series of incentives to attract people 
back to the rural areas. Some of those 
include tax reductions, payment of a 
specific amount of money per child 
born and free building acquisitions.

System

Sociable Culture

SPAIN | LIFESTYLE
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Exporting Spain.
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Fashion exports grow 47%

Record shoe exports

24,5% furniture exports 
increase in 2013

Olive oil exports grow 42% in fi ve years

Record exports 
in 2013

As a main touristic destination, Spain 
needs to take care a lot of the so-called 
‘Spanish Brand’. That is the perception 
that foreigners have of Spain, and it has 
a strong link with the number of visitors 
the country welcomes every year.

(The above brandnames are property of their respective 
brand owners.)

Spanish exports have considerably 
increased during the last years. The 
new markets (mainly China and other 
Asian countries) are making up for 
the sales decrease inside Spain. This 
tendency will probably remain in the 
future.

Future

Spanish Products for the 
Emerging Countries

System

Made in Spain?

Perception

The ‘Spanish Brand’

While there is a general feeling that Spanish 
consumers should buy more products made 
in Spain, the reality is that few people care 
enough to change their shopping habits. 
‘Made in China’ products fi ll Spanish homes, 
while strong international brands like Zara 
have adapted to the global market by also 
manufacturing in emerging countries.

PERCEPTION OF SPAIN

SunGood foodPassionateWelcoming

SiestaIneffi ciency
Unreliability

THE BIRTH OF A GIANTRIOJA WINE

Amancio Ortega, who is today one 
of the richest men on the planet, 
opened in 1975 a small shop in the 
north-west part of Spain called Zara. 
These days, his textile empire is the 
biggest in the world.

La Rioja is a region where a high quality 
wine is produced. In 2013, the wine ´Rioja 
Imperial Gran Reserva´ was chosen by the 
magazine Wine Spectator as the world’s 
best wine of the year. Other important 
wines are Ribera, Albariño and Jerez.

SPAIN | BRANDS



SPAIN | ENVIRONMENT

Wind, Sun and Water.
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Recycling has been a very lively issue 
during the last years. There has been a big 
increase in the recycling rates, thanks to 
the improvements in infraestructures and 
a growing awareness of people. In 2012, 
domestic recycling reached 70%.

There has been a strong will to invest 
in renewable energies during the last 
decade. Wind was in 2013 the main 
source of energy for the fi rst time, 
with a percentage of 21,1% of the total 
supply. El Hierro, one of the Canary 
Islands, will soon become the fi rst 
island entirely wind-powered.

System

Renewable Energies

Perception

Recycling System

Future

Bio

You can check the energy supply and 
demand of Spain using the following web 
site: https://demanda.ree.es/movil/home.

There you will fi nd the usage of energy 
sorted by the source.

Increase of recycling rates for domestic packages in 
Spain.

4,8% 70,3%
1998 2013

Spain is the European country with 
the most hectares used for organic 
agriculture and the production is 
steadily growing over the years. 
However, most of the food is exported 
to other European countries like 
Switzerland or Germany, where organic 
products are demanded more.

            A BIG MISTAKE

Spain has 7880 km of shore.  
This is one of the biggest 
appeals of the country, but it 
has not always been exploited 
in a sustainable way. Many 

buildings have been built 
too close to the sea, which 
has caused an important 
environmental damage. 
The “Shore Law” aimed at 
preventing this, but its goals 
have been reduced in 2013.

SPAIN | ENVIRONMENT
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Design from the Heart.
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Spanish design is fun, unconservative 
and, above all, very imaginative. Unlike 
French or German designers, who 
tend to be more restrained, Spanish 
designers’ creations are bright, warm 
and playful.

Perception

Spanish Design

System

Fun and Colorful

Spain has been the home of many 
great inventors. Among them, 
Enric Bernat, who invented the 
Chupachups, and Julio Cervera, 
who developed the radio. The first 
modern submarine was designed 
by a Spaniard. Table football and 
the space suit were also Spanish 
inventions.

Spanish artistic and architectural 
heritage is well known around the 
globe, but modern design remains 
undiscovered. While architects and 
fashion designers have usually plenty 
of media coverage, the general public is 
often not familiar with Spanish product 
designers.

Design has traditionally been 
considered in Spain as an expense 
rather than an investment. This is 
slowly changing, and companies are 
starting to see the necessity of having a 
strong design team. On the meanwhile, 
a new generation of international 
Spanish designers who have travelled 
and studied abroad are contributing to 
the change.

Future

Promoting the Spanish 
Brand

ANTONI GAUDÍ

Gaudí was one of the greatest and 
most internationally  well-known 
Spanish architects. His greatest work, 
Barcelona’s cathedral ‘La Sagrada 
Familia‘, is still being built. Other of his 
master pieces are the Güell Park and 
the Güell Crypt. Gaudí’s most famous 
distinctive characteristic is the use of 
colorful mosaic tiles.

SPAIN | DESIGN
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Bringing people closer.
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Spanish high speed trains (aka 
AVE) have represented a huge 
investment to connect the 
most important cities. Today, 
Spain exports technology to 
countries like Saudi Arabia.

Future

Bikes are not just for the 
Summer

System

Perception

By Land and Air

Travelling by bus in Spain is 
usually a very comfortable 
experience. Spanish 
manufacturer Irizar is the 
second largest producer of 
coaches in Europe.

Spain, as one of the world’s 
top touristic destinations, 
welcomes millions of 
foreigners to its airports. 
National trips by plane are 
not so common, since there is 
usually a better alternative.

Car manufacturer SEAT was 
founded by a state-owned 
society back in 1950. Since 
1986 it is a subsidiary of 
Volkswagen, though the head 
office remains in Spain.

Biking is still regarded as a 
hobbie, rather than a way of 
transport. This is however 
slowly changing, and big cities 
are trying to become more 
bike-friendly.

Roads were originally 
developed following a radial 
design, in which every main 
artery started in Madrid. 
Nowadays, this model is no 
longer applied in the planning 
of new routes.

SPAIN | TRANSPORTATION



SPAIN | SPORTS

National Pride.
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Betting in sports is a common practice in Spain, 
specially when it comes to football. There are 
several web pages available for this purpose as 
well as physical gambling shops. 

‘La Quiniela’ is the most common Spanish game of chance, managed 
by the state and it is based on the football national league. It is 
possible to play multiple combinations between various participants. 
The way of playing is the following: choose number 1 if you want the 
bet on the home team, X if you think the teams will draw and 2 if you 
want to bet on the away team.

It is often said that Spaniards never come to an 
agreement. However, if there is something that can 
bond the Spanish people together is the sports 

achievements.

One of the few occasions (if not the only one) 
when it is possible to see the streets full of fl ags 

is when Spain’s football team is playing a world 
cup. Winning the South Africa 2010 World Cup was 

even regarded as an achievement with important 
economical implications.

PerceptionSystem

Fast Facts:

2 Formula 1 championships 
won by Fernando Alonso.

3
Consecutive football 

awards won by the 
Spanish National Team: 
Euro Cup (2008), World 

Cup (2010) and Euro Cup 
(2012).

2h Average of Physical 
Education per week in 
Spanish high schools.

13 Grand Slam 
tournaments won by 

Spanish tennis player 
Rafa Nadal.

Sports Betting

Future

Sport Achievements = Nation Unity

SPAIN | SPORTS


