
INDIA | SEASONS

Celebrating Tradition.
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Perception

There Is A Festival Everyday!

System

Festivals are at the heart of people`s life in 
India. Being a secular country, India houses 
many cultural groups and religions. Every 
region has its own set of festivals that the 
entire nation celebrates. 

Diwali meaning “Row of lights” celebrates the 
return of Lord Rama after a war in which he 
vanquished the demon king Ravana. 

The festival signifies the victory of light over 
darkness and good over evil and is celebrated by 
lighting lamps and by bursting firecrackers.

In village traditions melas or fairs are 
fun social gatherings. People enjoy 
eateries, activities, shops and games.

Pushkar Fair is a 
livestock fair.
A camel race starts 
off the festival, with 
folk music, dance and 
exhibitions to follow. 
Its an extravagant 
place for tourists.

For most Indians, festive times is the favourite 
spending and shopping season. Big purchases 
like house, car, gold are usually made during 
festivals as it is considered auspicious.

India experiences six seasons: spring, 
summer, monsoon, autumn, pre winter 
and winter. Every season brings along 
new festivals, each a true celebration.

Future

Holidaying And Travelling

With more and more people travelling 
and living outside of their usual 
cultural boundaries, festivals are no 
longer confined to their traditional 
customs, becoming much more mobile.  

INDIA | SEASONS

Spring: Baisakhi 
Harvest festival 

Spring: Holi 
Festival of colors

Monsoon: Rakhi-
Bond of love between 
brothers and sisters

Winter: Harvest Season
(Kite flying, Pongal)

Pre Winter: Diwali
Festival of lights

Monsoon: Ramadan (eid)
Islamic holy month

Monsoon: Ganesh 
chaturthi 
Religious festival 

Autumn: Durga puja 
(Navratri, Dusshera)



INDIA | COLORS AND SYMBOLS

Culturally Vibrant.
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Future

Adapting Trends...

System

Land Of Exquisite Colors

Due to western infl uence classic hues 
and shades are being reinterpreted to 
suit the taste of the modern people. The 
buisness world demands more serious 
and sober combinations. Hence pastels, 
grays, black are being widely accepted.

Red:
Purity

 Dynamic

Saffron:
Sacred, 

Auspicious

White:
Mourning

Peace

Green:
New harvest
Festive, life

Blue:
Sky, Ocean

Stability

Black:
Evil, Negativity

Predominant color 
in marriages

Turmeric and 
marigold

Acceptable color 
at funerals

Revered color 
of Islam

Associated to 
lord krishna

Inauspicious in 
ceremonies

India, where every color has a story and 
infl uences all aspects of life, on streets, 
the people, historical testimonies, 
Festive celebrations.

Colors also have deeply rooted symbolic 
associations to religion and tradition. It 
is an expression of faiths and beliefs.

Festival of Colors

Holi signifi es the start of spring and 
end of winter. People celebrate the 
new harvest and return of color in 
nature by spraying color powder and 
water. Its the most fun loving festival 
and enjoyed by all age groups

Perception

Symbolic Interpretations !
Cows are auspicious and revered in India and 
are a symbol of health and abundance as she 
provides dairy products and dung(fuel), so is 
respected for her economic importance.

Vote Symbol- India being the worlds 
largest democracy, this symbol 
denotes “One Man, One Vote” 

INDIA | COLORS AND SYMBOLS



INDIA | FAMILY

Pledged Forever.
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Future

Individually Connected

Perception

Family Means Everything!

System

Traditionally Structured
For Indians family is the most 
important institution. Loyalty, integrity 
and respect are the core values. 
From family, Indians learn the first 
letters of collectivism and sacrificing 
individualism for collective interest. 

Extended family and kinship are two 
key aspect of Indian family system.

In a traditional Indian family, the wife is the 
homemaker with the responsibility of looking 
after the home and caring for the children and 
the elderly parents. While the husband has all 
responsibility of finance and security.

Urbanization and job opportunities 
has led younger generations to turn 
away from the joint family and resulted 
in smaller nuclear families. Yet the 
bondage remains strong.

Joint Family- United we stand

The average age of marriage in India.

Usually Indians have the first child in 
mid- late twenties.

75%25%

India has the lowest 
divorce rate of  

1.1%
reason being marriage is thought to 
be for life and are not easily broken.

 “A Small Family is a happy family”

In rural areas the government is 
holding various awareness campaigns 
and promoting use of contraceptive 
methods to encourage family planning.

2622
Females Males

Love marriage  Arranged marriage

Though this is changing in the urban areas 
where working women contribute equally.

It is believed marriage is a bond between 
two families and not just two people.
Hence arranged marriages are preffered.

INDIA | FAMILY



INDIA | HEALTH

Herbal Secrets.
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System

Future

Evolution and Growth

Perception

Ancient Treatments
Diverse healing traditions and practices have 
created a unique medical culture in India.

There is a huge potential for growth in the 
healthcare sector. Increase in medical tourism, 
health insurance policies, investment in medical 
education, public-private hospital partnership 
for efficient facilities are some examples aiming 
at changing the health sytem in the country. 

The healthcare expenditure in India 
largely falls on individual households. 
The Government spends 5.1% of the 
GDP on the healthcare sector.

Ayurveda - medical 
science system for 
diagnosing imbalances 
in the body and mind 
through the use of 
herbs and other natural 
restoration methods.

Yoga - practice 
of breath 
control, simple 
meditation, and 
the adoption of 
specific bodily 
postures for 
wellness and 
relaxation.

Grandma´s home remedies

A mixture of ginger juice & 
honey (warmed) ,if taken 
before going to bed brings 
great relief to sever cough.

There is only 1 doctor per 
1000 citizens in India.

Only 13% of the Indian population 
has health insurance coverage.

Average life expectancy of 
an Indian is 66 years .

Public Sector

Health Financing in India

Private Sector

Shift

Private hospitals, 
Nursing homes, clinics.

Govt., District hospitals, 
Health care centres.

Lack of facilities
Overcrowding
Affordable

Out of 
pocket

Govt. Private 
Enterprises

Insurance

Better Services
Reliable
More Expensive

Large percent of Indian population find 
it difficult to afford expensive branded 
medicines. So the Govt. has launched 
an initiative and made available generic 
drugs in rural areas and govt. hospitals.

1/2 tsp of 
turmeric 
powder with 
hot milk can 
bring relief in 
cuts, wounds 
and cold.

70% 25% 2% 3%

INDIA | HEALTH



INDIA | LIFESTYLE

A Flavourful Fusion.
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Thali is a big round metal 
plate consisting of a wide 
variety of dishes.

Food is eaten with 
hands as its meant to be 
a sensory experience.

Sitting on the floor for 
meals as it facilitates 
the process of digestion.

However, these traditional ways are 
now being influenced by eating styles 
from other parts of the world. 

Some traditional ways of dining.

System 

Cultural Traits.

Perception

High On Entertainment !

Greetings!

Namaste is a respectful 
form of greeting and 
is spoken with a slight 
bow and hands pressed 
together. Hugs and 
kisses as greetings are 
considered more personal.

Every friday is a release of Indian bollywood 
movie and so the weekend is the family time 
out to the nearest cinema with a packet of 
popcorn. Movie culture is extremely popular 
in India and so are television dramas.

The name “Bollywood” is derived from Bombay 
(the former name for Mumbai) and Hollywood.

Indians love “Jugaad”.Jugaad 
means an arrange ment or a work 
around, which has to be used 
because of lack of resources. 
Jugaad is also asso ci ated with 
low-cost inno va tion.

Weddings are a grand 
occasion which reflects 
the culture and lifestyle 
of people. Its a pompous 
show of lavishness, 
glamour and traditions. 
Adorned in gold and glitter, 
its an occasion of social 
bonding and celebration 
for days and months.

The hybrid of Hindi and English has 
become the common language among 
the youth. Hinglish has crept its way 
into advertisements, TV shows, movies 
and evolves every day in Indian schools, 
homes, offices and streets.

*Mind your own buisness

Future

A Fusion...

“The big fat Indian wedding”

INDIA | LIFESTYLE



INDIA | BRANDS

Locally Global.
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Tata is India’s most valued brand and 
spreads across several industries 
of national importance. In 2008, Tata 
motors took over the iconic luxury car 
brands, jaguar land rover adding to the 
proud portfolio of Tata group.

The brand concious urban youth. There was a time when anyone going outside the country was asked to bring back foreign 
products, as they were considered exotic and high quality. But after the liberalisation of 
Indian economy in 1991 the market is now flooded with global brands. 

Foreign brands have always been 
synonymous to status symbol in India.

System

Local Vs Foreign Brands

Future

Everything Branded !

While the local Indian 
brands face cut throat 
competition from the 
global market, their still 
remains brand loyal and 
nostalgic customers.

In India some brands have earned such 
a high recall value for themselves, that 
consumers have forgotten the general 
product name and have begun to associate 
the brand name as the product itself.

( The above brand names are property of their 
respective brand owners.)

Perception

Brands Becoming Generic

Old Monk is an iconic Indian 
dark rum, launched in 1954. Its 
popularity depends on word of 
mouth and loyalty of customers. 
Old Monk has been the biggest 
Indian Made Foreign Liquor brand.

Photocopy Chocolate Toothpaste Noodles

Brand endorsements by 
celebrities (film stars 
or sports persons) are 
a popular strategy to 
promote brands in india.

With more global lifestyle and electronic 
brands entering the market, the urge to 
style themselves in everything branded 
is becoming common among the current 
and coming generations. 

“Made in India” tag is yet to become a 
global trend. There is an emergence of 
Indian brands with a global outlook.

INDIA | BRANDS



INDIA | ENVIRONMENT

The Green Relation.
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System

Kabari System

Perception

Clean and Green Growth

Future

Waste is Wealth

A Kabari is a trash collector. He collects waste like ( newspaper, old bottles etc) from 
houses and neighbourhoods and this is a mean of earning his livelihood. This process is 
informal and is not regulated or monitored by the government.

Though in urban areas the society is 
aware of the environmental crisis and 
the government, student organisations 
and NGO´s are actively addressing the 
issue by educating the public.

The Indian village folk believes in 
harmonious stay with nature. This belief 
and respect, encourages them to follow a 
lifestyle which has no negative impact on 
their surroundings, from using organic 
fuel to sustainable food cultivation.

60 % of Indian household waste is (wet)
organic and so people are now encouraged 
to seperate out organic waste so it can be 
put to a better use.

Plantation activities in schools to 
sustainability in corporates, small 
steps are being taken by everyone to 
move towards a greener future.

1. Goes around 
collecting trash.

2. In return, he 
gives the customer 
money per kg trash.

3. The trash is 
then segregated.

Organic Waste

Energy Fuel

4. Then the waste is 
sold to scrap dealers 
or middlemen.

Human Scale Recycling

5. Finally, 
reaches the 
recycling plant.

The government has recently taken 
the initiative to clean up rivers and 
fresh water bodies and restore the 
natural flow.

India has 441 Wildlife 
sancturies and 80 
National parks, all 
are protected under 
government laws. 

Rich Biodiversity

INDIA | ENVIRONMENT



INDIA | DESIGN

Solution to All.
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Future

Design For Systematic Change

Perception

Indian Design Industry 

System

Color. Pattern. Motifs
India’s cultural identity comes from 
its art, craft and sculpture traditions. 
Stylised interpretations and illustrations 
in pottery, painting, jewelry, textiles 
and architecture are the inspiration for 
contemporary Indian design.

Indian design industry is maturing with 
every passing day. Design is not percieved 
by the rural and semi urban Indian audience 
and is limited to few sections of the society.

Designers are now focusing on designing 
for India and displaying sensitivity to real 
needs of people. Govt. is now integrating 
design in core areas such as urban 
development, public services, education 
and more such areas.

“Designers in India are an 
interface between the modern 
and traditional.” The Indian design 
community is trying to retain 
the culture of crafts as the local 
artisans face financial struggles 
leading to dying art.

In 2010, Currency Symbol for
Indian Rupee was designed. 
The symbol is a blend of the 
Devanagri ‘Ra’ and Roman 
‘R’and is designed in harmony 
with the other existing 
currency symbols of the world.-Industrial  

-Automotive
-Retail

-Animation, 
-Media Design

-Graphic Design

-Fashion
-Jewellery
-Textile

-Interior
-Furniture

-Interaction, 
-Experience design

20%

25%13%

10%

9%

6%

Madhubani is a rural 
painting having a distinct 
style of geometry and 
bright colors. 

Rangoli is floor art at the 
entrance of the house, to 
provide a warm welcome 
to visitors.

Warli is a monochromatic 
tribal painting that express 
various folk imaginations 
and customs.

Henna Intricrate patterns 
and floral, peacock forms 
are made on the hands 
during weddings.

Recently, there has been a growth 
in formation of design councils and 
associations aiming at promoting 
design as a profession and business .

Indian Design
 Scenario

INDIA | DESIGN



INDIA | TRANSPORTATION

A Billion on the Go.
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Future

Stepping Towards Sustainibilty

System

Public Transport

Public transport is the primary mode of 
transport for most of the population as 
it is efficient and affordable.

THE INDIAN TRUCK  
An expression of individualism.
 
Trucks and highways are considered 
the lifeline of indian economy. The 
truck owners believe that a beautiful 
truck is good for business and so 
they decorate their trucks with 
ornamented designs and vivid colors. 

People are now aware of the effects on 
the environment due to transportation 
scenario, thus use of sustainable modes like 
e- rickshaw, cycles, carpool services are 
becoming popular.  

Also there is growth in betterment of 
transport infrastructure and system to 
encourage use of public transport among  
the working class, to reduce the number of 
cars and two wheelers on the road.

The Mumbai suburban trains 
or locals, the lifeline of the 
city carry more than 7.2 
million commuters’ everyday 
and also carry nearly 200,000 
lunch boxes known as dabbas 
which are distributed by 

“Dabbawalas” to corporates, 
workers and students.

BUS
Connectivity. Commute

TAXI
Accesible. Expensive

AUTO RICKSHAW  
Cheap. Convenient. 

CYCLE  RICKSHAW  
Traditional. Unique. 

Due to more disposable income and issues 
like congestion and punctuality with the 
public transport, people are now encouraged 
to own personal vehicles. Every household 
aspires least a two wheeler.

Vehicle Ownership

Perception

Love For Personal Vehicles

CAR Motercycle Cycle

19% 45% 37%

Indian Railways is one of the world’s 
largest railway networks and also 
the world’s ninth largest commercial 
employer, with over 1.4 million 
employees. Its also a significant 
contributer to the Indian economy..

METRO (Big cities)
Fast. Reliable

This art form also 
became a popular 
design trend .

INDIA | TRANSPORTATION



INDIA | SPORTS

Reason to Celebrate.
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Future

Aiming Higher..

Perception

Cricket_ A Religion!

In India, sports culture is active just 
as a recreational activity to satisfy 
the fitness demands but not often 
encouraged as a profession. This 
is due to lack of family support and 
government facilities.

India has its own set of traditional games 
played since ancient times. These sports 
are mostly based on display of strength 
and endurance.

The first thing when it comes to sports 
in India is “cricket”. Its the most popular 
and loved sport. It runs in the nerves of 
every Indian as the game evokes feeling 
of patriotism and togetherness. 

Sachin Tendulkar- The master blaster
is the most idolised cricket player. He is 
also refered to as God of cricket in India.

Mallakhamba

Solid 
partnership!

Kabbadi Kalari 
Martial arts

Chess was originated in India. 
The game was referred to 
as Chaturanga (four military 
divisions) – elephants, 
chariotry, cavalry and infantry.

The IPL “Indian Premier League” 
is the most-watched Twenty20 
cricket league in the world. In 2010 
,IPL became the first sporting event 
to be broadcast live on YouTube.

System

Keeping The Traditonal Spirit

But, recently sports is taken with a 
competitive frame of mind. People have 
changed with time and opportunities. 
Aiming at bringing India forward in the 
global sports scenario.

Field Hockey was considered to be the ‘National Game of India. 
However, recently the Government of India has confirmed that 

“Hockey” is not the official game and the national game is undeclared.

INDIA | SPORTS


